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A Boy of Burma

A Might-Have-Happened Story

August 3, 1952

Maung Ko wants to be a doctor.
‘Many things happen when his fam-
ily objects. Story is by Patricia
Ling, whose home is in Burma,

drawings by Hilda K. Watkins.

Maung Ko has lived in Moulmein, Burma, all of his eleven years. He lives with his Buddhist parents and
grandmother not far from the Ellen Mitchell Memorial Hospital of the American Baptist Mission. Since his people
do not approve of the white foreigners, Maung Ko keeps away from the hospital until the day our story opens.
On this day Dr. Kathleen Smith is treating out-patients in the clinic when Dick Milton, son of a missionary, runs in.

DR.SMITH'S CLINIC

DR.SMITH! A BOY S LYING-
UNDER THE BANYAN TREE.THERE'S
BLOOD ON HIS ARM AND HE IS

UNCONSCIOUS! PLEASE COME!

UNDER THE BANYAN TREE DR. SMITH FOUND MAUNG KO
LY ING UNCONSCIOUS.HIS S\STER MA HLA SEIN STOOD_‘BYA

Gy E R fZR0 11 e 470575 (WRAT HAPPENED TO WIMI

THE TREE NAT® WAS ANGRY WITHN =7z XTI V' 3R 7

MY BROTHER AND IT TRIPPED HIM UP) ‘g Eéy/ﬁﬂ X@

SO HE FELL ON H\S HEAD «l‘—"‘{\ 2 d §
EGAINING CONSCIOUSNESS

AND HURY RIS ARM [T00. )% JHE 15 R
Z —\ NOW. | DON'T THINK THAT HE 15

TRSF) SERIOVSLY INJURED. WE'LL
a TAKE HIM TO THE CLINIC
B ANY WAY (5 f =

A SPIRIT LIVING IN A TREE.

ARM .,

WHY WAS THE TREE NAT SO
1ANGRY WITH YOUR BROTHER?

AT THE CLINIC DR.SMITH TREATED MAUNG KO'S INJURED

=22
BECAUSE HE BROKE OFF AW
OF THE NAT’S TREE TO PLAY WITH.

=/ COME , MAUNG KO, THE NAT WILL
PUNISH YOU SOME MORE |F YOU STAY
HERE WITH THE FOREIGNERS, AND
SO WILL GRANDMOTHER

JUST THEN DAW SOE ARRIVED IN SEARCH OF HER.

GRANDCHILDREN.
T

MY HEAD ACHES. | woulp
KMKE TO HAVE DARIK G-LASSES)
N\
COME , MAUNG KO, NAUGHTY
BOY! | CAN CORE YOUR

HEADACHE . THE NAT

I THE HEADACHE
DOES NOT LEAVE YOU Soon,)
COME BACK.WE'L)l SEE
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Maung Ko angered the nat or spirit of the big banyan tree near the mission hospital, so his sister, Ma Hla
Sein, said. She believe that is why he stumbled and struck his head against the tree and hurt his arm. After Dr.
Smith bandages his arm, Maung Ko still has a headache but his grandmother, Daw Soe, fetches him home, prom-
ising to cure the pain. The next day Dick Milton, the Baptist missionary's son, goes to see how Maung Ko is.

OUTSIDE MAUNG Ko'S H

HELLO, MA HLA SEIN!

WHAT'S ALL THAT /.

NOISE AT YOUR. HOUSEZ M /A \(\ A\ 1. =

RAVING A PARTY? ;2 X o
ol X AN \\\\\

lf

By Hilda K. Watkins
and Patricia Ling

NO! THAT'S THE MUSICIANS
PLAYING ON THEIR FLUTES,K DRUMS)
CYMBOLS AND GONGS. GRANOMOTHER]
PAW SOE SENT FOR THWEM AND THE|
DANCER TO CURE MY BROTHER'S
HEADACHE. ATHEUIWN o N TRTiay

S =R

WELL, WHEN MAUNG. KO FEELS
BETTER, PLEASE TELL WIM THAT,

MAUNG KO ANGERED THE POWERFUL NAT OF TH{
BANYAN TREE WHO SENT AN EVIL SPIR\T TO

GIVE HIM PAIN IN HIS HEAD. IT WILL LEAVE
HIM WHEN THE DANCER FINISHES AND

//I’l%'l'{‘ ‘;"E“l‘

=)

LATER IN THE GARDEN
MAUNG- IKO.

THANKS A LOT, DICK.
THE DANCER AND MUSICIANS
MADE MY HEADACHE WELL.
| GUESS THAT GRANDMOTHER'S OFFER|
INGS TO THE NAT OF RICE AND
FLOWERS HELPED, THAT'S THE WAY
WE CURE SICKNESS, BuT \ WOULD
LIKE TO LEARN THE FOREIGN
WAY TOO SO THAT | COULD PUT
ON BANDAGES AND HWEAL WOUNDS
AKE THE WHITE DOCYOR.

THE TROUBLE 1S THAT MY
PARENTS DON'T LKE
FOREIGCN WANXS. DAW SOE,
MY GRANDMOTHER HAS
SET HWER HEART onN
MAKING ME A BUODWIST
PRAEST. | DON'T SUPPOSE
\ WILL EVER 8E A DocTOR!
CHEER UP, MAUNGKO!
I THINK | KNOW A WAY. To
HELP YOU. | WOULD LI\KE Tg
8E A DOCTOR ,ToO.

Next Week:

Dick's Plan
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By Hilda K. Watkins
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After Maung Ko receives treatment at the Ellen Mitchell Memorial Hospital for an injured
arm, he decides that he would like to learn how to heal people as the foreign doctor does. He
is afraid that his family will object to his ambition. His friend, Dick Milton, has an idea to help.

GOOD FOR YOU! IF YOU REALLY ARE IN

EARNEST WE CAN ARRANGE TO HAVE You

START STUDYING AT MORTON-LANE TUDSON
HIGH ScHOOL.

DICK AND MAUNG KO MET MR.MILTON, DICK'S FATHER,
ON THE STREET, i

DADDY, WE'VE BEEN LOOKING FOR YOU TO HELP
SOLVE MAUNG KO'S PROBLEM., HE WANTS TO BE
A DOCTOR BUT HE THINKS HIS FAMILY WOULD
OBIECT. ANYWAY THEY WOULDN'T HAVE THE

THANK YOU, MR.MILTON.
PLEASE COME NOW AND
PERSUADE MY FAMILY TO,
LET ME GOTO THAT
SCHooL.

o

THAT 1S A FINE AMBITION, MAUN
KO,BUT IT TAKES A LOT OF HARD
STUDY ANP WORK.

\—’—"\\} 1 DON'T MIND HARD

'M SORRY !
IF YOU CHANGE YOUR
MIND, LET ME KNOW.

V ';\V "7“77‘\

MR, MILTON EXPLAINED H\S PLAN FOR MAUNG. KO'S EDUCATIO
TO DAW SOE AND HER SON, MAUNG KHWIN,

NO GOOD WOULD COME OF HIS GOING &

TO A FORE\GNERS' SCHOOL. THEY WOULD
{LL TREAT HIM. HE MUST BECOME A MONK.

Y

i R

o
s t NEED MY SON To HELP IN
= THE RICE FIELDS. T \S FOOMISH-
¥ NESS FOR HIM TO
THINK OF LEARNING-
To BE A DOCTOR!
COME , MAUNG- Ko!

—

-{’ é

PsT!
come oveR
ToMoRROW,
MAUNG- Ko,
| KAVE
SOMETHING
TO SHow
Nou.

Next Week: Danger in the Garden
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August 24, 1952

By Hilda K. Watkins
and Patricia Ling

Maung Ko's fears that his family would object to his plan of becoming a doctor prove true. Even though
the missionary, Mr. Milton, whose som, Dick, is Maung Ko's friend, offers fo arrange schooling for the Burmese
boy, Maung Ko's father refuses to let him study with foreigners. But Dick and Maung Ko are still friends.

Hi, MAUNG KO! SEE WHAT | GOT FROM AMERICA! Mg 3R]

A NEW BASEBALL AND BAT. I'LL TEACH YOU HOW TO \¢

PLAY WITH THEM. WE CAN HAVE FUN EVEN THOUGH %
MRAS sy

WE RAVEN'T A TEAM. 'jyégli A

GOOP!, THEN 1I'LL SHOW YOU HOW
2 WE PLAY OUR BURMESE GAME
2/CALLED CHINLON, WE BOYS STAND
IN A URCLE AND KICK A CANE
BALL WITH OUR FEET OR BWIT T

WE'D HAVE TO HAVE A BUNCH OF BoYS TO,
PLAY CHINLON. 2 >
.

WELL, LET'S PRACTISE BASEBALL \d
NOW. YOU STAND OVER THERE NEAR
THE FENCE AND PITCH THE BALL
TO ME. THEN VLL HIT IT WITH THE
BAT. WE'LL TAKE TURNS AT PITCHING.

WAIT A MINUTE, MAUNG KO.
\'M GOING TOo TAKE OFF MY SHOES

AND SOK. | LIKE TO FEEL THE

Next Week: A Quick-Thinking Boy
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Maung Ko's ambition to become a doctor is balked by the opposition of his family, even though the mission-
ary, Mr. Milton, offers to place the boy in a good foreign school without charge. Maung Ko continues his
friendship with Mr. Milton's son, Dick. One day when the boys are practicing baseball in the garden a cobra

attacks Dick.

LUCKY

I'VE GOT TO CUT ACROSS THE
FANG MARKS S0 THE BLOOD WILL
WASH AWAY THE SNAKE’ PoiSoN.

BUSHES. | MUST DRAG DIicK
NEARER THE HOUSE BEFORE
I 6O TO GET DR. SMITH.

DR SMITH ! :
DR, Sr11TH ! ¢z V3
|F HE DOES HE WILL OWE HIS LIFE v
TO YOUR QuitK THINKING AND oA
ACTING, MAUNG KO. PLEASE

HELP ME GET HIM TO 4 -
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By Hilda K. Watkins
and Patricia Ling

Dick Milton is sick for several weeks after he is attacked by a cobra. Fortunately his Burmese friend, Maung

Ko, knew how to give the right kind of first-aid treatment.

SEVERAL WEEKS AFTER THE COBRA'S
ATTACK,

HOW 15 DICK, DR.SMITH?

YOUR SON HAS HAD A VERY CLOSE)
CALL, BUT HE IS DOING NICELY, NOW,
MR.MILTON., HE OWES WIS LIFE LARGELY TO
MAUNG KO'S PROMPTNESS AND SKILL IN
CUTTING- ACROSS THE FANG MARKS
S0 THAT THE BLOOD WASHED
AWAY MOST OF THE POISDN,AND
APPLY ING A TOURNIQUET, BEFORE
HE RAN TO FETCH ME.

WHERE'S
MAUNG Ko ?

WE MUST TRY AGAIN TO GET MAUNG KO INTO A
GOOD SCHOOL. HE SAYS THAT HE WANTS TO BE
A DOCTOR, BUT HIS PARENTS AND GRANDMOTHER
ARE SET AGAINST THE IDEA,

THAT’S Too BAD! i—
| BELMEVE THAT HE A

COULD LEARN TO BECOME
A GOOD DOCTOR. :

B lb
W
|
OR, RERE WE 15 Mow!
= MAUNG- Ko, DICK HAS

N A PRE SENW
8 i; You.
) (%

Hl, MAUNG KO! DON'T LOOK So SAD.
I'M ALL RIGHT , THANKS TO YOUL.
HERE'S A BIRBLE PICTURE BOOK
| WANT YOUL TO HAVE, |'LL HELP
NOU LEARN TO READ IT.

BuT
| GUESS 1I'LL NEVER LEARN
TO READ ENGLISH —77

YES Yyou wiLL!
MY DAP 1S GOING TO TRY
AGAIN TO PERSUADE YOUR FAMILY
TO LEYT YOU GO TO THE

s

MISS(OV SCHOOL. 5 //
; /

IT’S VO USE, /!

Dick!
THE TREE NAT HAS BROUGHT
VEW TROUBLE ON MY FAM ILY.
GRANDMOTHER SAYS THIS 1S

BECAUSE | VISIT FOREIGNERS.

Next Week: Maung Ko's new trouble
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When Maung Ko visits his friend, Dick Milton, in the hospital, Dick gives him a Bible picture book. The

Burmese boy accepts it gratefully. He tells Dick that the tree nat, or spirit inhabiting the tree, has brought more
trouble on his family because it disapproves of Burmese associating with foreigners.

By Hilda K. Watkins
and Patricia Ling

| HAVE HIRED A BULLOCK CART TO)-

CARRY HIM AND OQUR GOODsS TO
HERE IT COMES NOW.

IN MAUNG KO'S HOME

YOU KNOW, DAUGHTER-IN-LAW, WHAT THE
FORTUNETELLER SAID. THE NAT WiLL

NOT LET US 5TAY HERE IN PEACE,
WE MUST MOVE AT ONCE TO THE =
VILLAGE OF KAMAWET. MY SON WILL =
DIE \F WE STAY HERE IN MOULMEIN. = =

==

BUT, DAW SOE, HOW CAN WE
MOVE MAUNG KHIN WHEN HE 15
50 Slck?
If{“j i:——l_—;

\ ‘ I WHERE 1S YOUR BROTHER,
(TYIND MA HLA SEIN?

HE 1S HIDING-
BEHRIND THE BIG
BASKET THERE,MOTHER |

Sl

AFTER MAUNG KHIN AND THE HOUSEHOLD GOODS HAD BEEN LOADED |
BEGGERP TO BE LEFT BEHIND IN MOULME|N e

PLEASE, GRANDMOTHER, | DON'T WANT
TO GO TO KAMAWET! | WANT TO
GO TO THE MISSION SCHoOOL

SO THAT |\ CAN START
LEARNING- TO BE

A DocToR.!

FORGET THAT FOOLISHNESS
ANDP STOP QRYING!
YOU WILL SOON MAKE NEW

WE NEED YOU AT WAMAWET,

NTO THE BULLOCK CART, MAUNG KO

FRIENDS

AND WILL FORGET THE MISSIONARIES )F5°)
WHO BROUGHT LS SUCH BAD LUCK ‘

Next Week: Will the move to Kamawet cure Maung Ko's father?
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September 21, 1952

By Hilda K. Watkins
and Patricia Ling

When Maung Ko's father takes sick, a fortuneteller advises the family to move from Moulmein to the small
village of Kamawet because the tree nat is angry. Maung Ko wishes to remain behind to attend a Christian
school and eventually learn to become a doctor, but he is forced to go along with his family.

AT MAUNG KO'S NEW HOME IN KAMAWET A NEIGHBOR
STOPPED TO TALK WITH DAW SOE.

[
g W A

HE 15 MUCH WORSE!

GOOD MORNING, DAW SOE.
HOW 15 YOUR SON TODAY?

HIS WIFE AND | HAVE DONE
EVERYTHING WE CAN THINK OF
TO APPEASE THE NAT,K BUT \T’S
NO USE. THE CHILDREN WikL
SOON BE FATHER LESS!

)
= “[" = /\
‘ : l'tr z\

ey

WHY NOT CALL IN THE WHITE NURSE AT THE

\ CLINIC IN THE VILLAGE?

\\\ \ \ AM A BUDDHIST, BUT SHE CURED My
CHILD WHEN HE WAS VERY SICK.

THIS NURSE 'S GOOD AND KIND TO

EVERY BODY.

NO, NO! | DO NOT TRUST
FOREIGNERS, BESIDES,
THE NAT WOULD BE
ANGRY \F L CALLED
THE NURSE.

LATER AT MAUNG KHIN'S BEDSIDE.THE FAMILY

CYATHEW—ED TOCrETHER !:(“ m\
"’Fi%T: = ‘jﬂ’ =1

IS FATHER GOING-
TO GET wWELL?

MOTHER, WHERE 1S
GRANDMOTHER GOING?

{
=S
;
z
=2
4,:*
=
E
= 11T

T

2z

PERHAPS SHE GOES TO,
BUY MORE G\FTS FOR

W= = o=

=

Next Week: Has Grandmother Daw Soe thought of a w

y to help her son get well?
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Maung Ko's family moves to Kamawet with the hope that the change will appease the nat, who they believe
is making his father, Maung Khin, ill. But the sick man grows worse. A neighbor suggests calling in the American
nurse from the village clinic. The family is afraid to follow this advice.

YOUR FATHER IS VERY Low. DAW SOE BROUGHT NURSE SELMA MAMVILLE

| WONDER WHERE YOUR INTO THEH_‘HOUSE.
GRANDMOTHER WENT: 4 = “ HERE 1S THE NURSE FROM THE
CLINIC IN THE VILLAGE, MAYRE SHE
CAN SAVE MN SON.

== 7

MAUNG KO, MR.MILTON ToLD ME
ABOUT YOU WHEN L WAS \ISITING
IN MOULMEIN. | KNOW | CAN TRUST

%EF:\X& YOU TO GINE T#is MEDICINE TO

4 {l
HE 15 VERY WEAK, f%,_ NYOUR FATHER THREE TIMES A DAY.
BUT | THINK WE | &

CAN SAVE HIM \F |(\-_;:-““
YOU WIiLL FOLLOW | WiLL Do ALL
—O\MY DIRECTLONS) NOU SAY. PLEASE

) DO NOT LET MYV

Next Week: Will Nurse Maxville's medicine cure Maung Ko's father?
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Maurg Ko wants to become a doctor like the one who treated him at the mission clinic in Moulmein. His
family objects. Daw Soe, his grandmother, believes that the tree nat sends bad luck to the family because
Maung Ko is friends with the American boy, Dick Milton. Maung Ko's father, Maung Khin, is ill. Sacrifices to the
nat do not make him well. They move to Kamawet, but Maung Khin grows worse. Nurse Maxville is called in.

GRANDMOTRER! WHAT ARE YOU —— ————
GOING- TO DO WITH THOSE PILLS?

ARE NO GOOD! YOUR FATHER]

1S NO BETTER SINCE TAKING

THEM. | WiLL THROW THEM
ouT. \

OH, MOTHER-IN-LAW, IT IS TOO SOON TO KNOW IF
THE PILLS WILL HELP MAUNG KHIN, OR NOT. WE
SHOULD GIVE THEM A LONGER. TRIAL.

TO GIWE THEM TO
FATHER THREE TIMES

\F HER PI1LLS ARE
THROWN AWAY T

THAT BOY THINKS THAT HE 15 WISE
GCRANDMOTHER! HE SHOULD BE OUT HELPING THE
MEN PLOW AND PLANT THE PADDY FIELD WHILE
HIS FATHER 15 TOO SICK TO WORK.

R THAN HIS oLD

VERY WELL, DAUGHTER ~IN-LAW, GIVE MY SON THE
PILLS , AND HIS DEATH WILL BE ON YOUR HEAD!

| BELEVE THAT MAUNG KHIN
WILL LIVE | IF WE KEEP GWING
HIM THE NURSE'S MEDICINE .
SEE HOW PEACEFULLY RE S
SLEEPING Now!

SoN, GIVE ME THE PiLLS.
NOU MUST HELP MAUNG SET
PREPARE THE PADDY FIELD
FOR. THE RICE, BE CAREFUL
WHEN YOU HARNESS THE
OLDER BUFFALO. \'T IS CROSS.

Next week:
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Daw Soe, Maung Ko's grandmother, loses faith in Nurse Maxville's medicine because her son does not get
well at once. She throws aways the pills left for him by the nurse,

but Maung Ko recovers them. His mother sends
Maung Ko into the paddy field to help Maung Set plow and plant while her husband is too sick to work.

WHERE 15 THE oOLD BUFFALO,
MAUNG SET? IT \S TIME TO PLOW.

HE 15 WALLOWING IN ThHE—]
POND BACK THERE, AND WON'T
COME OUT, SO HOW CAN WE
PLOW? HE 1S A LAzZY BEAST!

H1 THERE! coMeE ooT!
COME oouT! 3

| HOPE YOU CAN MAKE tim\—]
WORK. YOUR FAMILY WILL BE
NEEDING- THE MONEY FROM
THE RICE CROP To PAY FOR|
YOUR FATHMER'S ILLNESS. /—|

YES, MAUNG SET, WE NEED THE MonNEY,
BUT NOT FOR THE WHITE NURSE.
SHE CHARGES NOTHING
FOR. HER. MEDICINES AND
VISITS WHEN PEOPLE
ARE POOR. LIKE us.

AFTER. MUCH URGING, THE OLD BUFFALD CAME OUT OF THE
WATER , AND WAS HITCHED TO THE PLOW WITH B\S TEAM MATE.

THAT'S RIGHT! WHEN MY FATHER
WAS CLAWED BY A TIGER,
MISS MAXVILLE CURED HM
BUT SHE DID NOT ASK ANY
PANYMENT FOR HER WORK.
THAT WAS THE YEAR OF THE
JONG- DROUGHT WHEN OUR
CROPS FA\LED.

?

SOME DAY I'LL GO TDO THE
FOREIGN ScHooL AND LEARN|
TO BE A DOCTOR. THEWN
| SHALL HELP THE POOR
SICK PEOPLE,AS SHE DOES |

Next week: Maung Ko's secret






