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My name is Naw Hsar Law Eh. We do not
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have a last name or family names.
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Naw means Female. I am ten years old and
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speak the Karen language and a little English,
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Thai and Burmese.



I live in Mae La Karen Refugee Camp on the
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Thai-Burma border. Itis a big camp, 3 miles long
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and a mile wide. There are over 50,000 of us
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Karen refugees living here. Some have
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been here over twenty years.
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We all live in split bamboo houses with roofs
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made out of leaves. The houses are very
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close together and will burn quickly, so
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we must be very careful with fire.
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Our elders have developed 20 Elementary
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Schools, 4 Middle Schools, and 4 High
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Schools, so I have to go to school five
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days a week. There are thirty other
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students in my classroom.
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We do not have grass around our houses
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because poisonous snakes like to hide in grass.
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We can easily see them on bare ground.
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One of my chores 1s to pull up
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any grass that sprouts in our yard.
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I have to help my mother with cooking and
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caring for my younger family members.
@o@ogﬂo@ob@ﬁ 0189: ogﬁoowﬁaaﬁc@u
When I have free time, I like to play.
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I want to tell you about my games.
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We have lots of fun playing them.
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We have very little money so we have games
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that do not take a lot of equipment.
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We use large black seeds, sticks, rubber bands,
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hpanats (rubber sandals), and occasionally a ball.
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We play on any bare spot of ground.
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“Run Across”

One team must stay on the lines in a square.
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The other team must run across the square without being caught.
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“Pillow Fight”

Pillow fight on a greased bamboo log,
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The object is to knock the other person off without using hands.
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Dah Taw Tho Tu Blay (051685a300503))

“Climbing the Greased Pole Contest”

Greased pole contest used on

New Year Celebrations.
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Teams try to climb the pole and get

the flag, thereby winning a prize.
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“Black Seeds Game”

Played with large black seeds.
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One person sets a seed on edge and the

other tries to knock it over, throwing

another seed with his foot.
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“Golden Seagull”

Catching the youngest. The tallest is the chaser, the shortest is on the back end.
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The tallest tries to catch the shortest, but others who must keep hands

on the hips of the person in front of them try to block the chaser.
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When the shortest is caught, she takes the front place and the last one is chased.
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Ta Reed Pee Bah (mei:éd)f,’s)

“Hoop Running Game”

The objective is to see how long the hoop can be kept going or
to race another person with a hoop.
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“Spinning Top”

One person spins a wooden top in a circle.
01001 DO 0DGIDE o121 BN,
Another then tries to knock the top out
of the circle with his spinning top.
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Saw Pah Si (8¢165)

“Chicken Dance”

The Chicken Dance is done by swinging arms
back and forth while twisting on legs

in a squat position and jumping.
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First to lose balance or tire loses.
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Dot Ka Thay Dot Kwee Tah Pler (8:000058:035001qn5)

“Horse riding game”

Riders throw ball back and forth.
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If one misses, the rider changes place with the horse.
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Si Ka Pa Tah Taw ($500050103)

High Jumping

Starts with only the feet and gradually made higher with hands

after each has jumped it.
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If jumper touches hand, she is out.

The objective is to be last out.
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“Telegram Game”

Starts by balancing small stick on hand which
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tosses it into the air and then it is hit with the
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longer stick. Others try to catch it. Final test
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is tossing it with the left foot and trying to hit it.
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The one who hits it farther from the
marker stick in the ground wins.
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Rubber A Kwaw Dot Kaw Pete (q1::731§390§1§:85€9:)

“Rubber Bands and Shoes”

Each player puts the same number of rubber
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bands in a circle. Then each throws their rubber sandals and
o lon&1aon :Dﬁooﬁogsglmuﬁﬁgﬁggﬁogu 8:@96395(@%6(\)1@985@:
keeps the rubber bands they are able to knock out of the circle.
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“Throw at Milk Cans Game”

Empty condensed milk cans are stacked in a
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pyramid and the first player throws a ball and
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knocks the cans down. The other team grabs
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the ball and tries to hit player restacking the cans.
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If he is hit before restacking, he loses.
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“Rope Jumping Game”

A rope is made out of rubber bands and two
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children hold the rope while others try to jump
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the rope. It is raised until there is one winnet.
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“Playing Rocks with Hands”

The game stars with 5 little rocks. Four rocks
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are placed on the ground; one rock is placed in the
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palm or the forehand. The player throws the rock in the air.
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While this rock is in the air, you need to use the same hand
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to pick up one rock and quickly catch the other rock that
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falls back. In another round you do the same but this time
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you pick up 2 rocks then 3 rocks, then 4 & 5.
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“Cane Ball”

The object is to keep the ball in the air using
all parts of the body except hands.
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Most difficult shot is hitting the ball with

heel when it comes down behind you.
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Older children and youth like to play
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volley ball and soccer. We also play
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P Ler Ga over a net. It is hard to spike the ball with your foot!
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I like to play games because it helps me
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forget the time the Burmese army came to our village
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and took everything we owned and burned it.
3 ﬁoo:c?no@%oaogc@u
We had to flee for our lives to Thailand.
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We hope the world leaders will find
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a place we can go. The Thai leaders do not
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want us. I want a place we can make our
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home that is not surrounded by barbed wire.
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Min Naing Lin is the artist. He was born on December 7, 1995, in
Mawker Refugee camp in Thailand where he lived with his family
for five years. The camp was made up of mostly Karen refugees
from Burma (Myanmar) and numbered about 9,900 persons. The
Karens are an ethnic minority with their own language, dress,
customs, history, and culture. When he was five years old, Mawker
Camp was combined with another camp at a new location called
Umpiem Mai. They lived eight years in that camp with 18,000 other
.' refugees where he went to elementary school. He knew he liked to
draw in third grade but did not get any art instruction until the fifth
. grade when the whole class received 45 minutes once a week. He
did well in art contests. His other interest was playing soccer. His
family got the chance to immigrate to the United States in August,
2008 and his family, consisting of his father and mother, older
sisters 20 and 14, himself at 13 and younger sister of 10, came to the
U. S. and was resettled in Phoenix, Arizona. His older brother, 23

. stayed in the camp. He was thirteen when he illustrated this book.

§  His illustrations are drawn from real life expetiences.
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