FRIENDS oF BURMA, INC.

2011 Spring Newsletter

Neil Sowards, President

548 Home Avenue - Fort Wayne, Indiana 46807-1606
A COMMITTEE OF AMERICAN CHRISTIANS FOR AIDING THE PEOPLE OF BURMA

Founded 1985

p://www.friendsofburma.org

neildianasowards@juno.com

Dr. Neil Sowards, President

Diana Sowards, Secretary

548 Home Avenue

Fort Wayne, IN 46807-1606

Telephone: 260/745-3658 Fax: 458-0395

Glenn Phil lip Schock, Vice President
4214 SW Corbett Avenue

Portland, OR 97239
Rangooni@aol.com

503/246-2304

Jim Tompkins, Treasurer

12103 Canna Court

Peculiar,MO 64078
jimlyd@gmail.com 816/714-6653

Dr.David Horton, Orphan Support
P.O. Box 1240

Green Valley, AZ 85622
dehgvaz@q.com 520/648-2637

Dr. John & Dr. Ruth Peterson, Promotion
611 Normal Road --DeKalb, IL 60115
peterson.j.g@comcast.net

815/756-1330

Dr. Adam Maung & Tansy Kadoe
Hospital/ Clinic Support

18050 N. 89 Lane

Peoria, AZ 85382
TansyJKadoe@cox.net
623/594-6742

Sue Dolbow, Library Support
355 Woodstown-Daretown Road
Pilesgrove, NJ 08098-3152
suedolbow@earthlink.net
856/769-1806

Members at Large

Lew Murdock

1955 Dallas HywNW #808
Salem, Oregon 97304
lewmur@aol.com

Dr. Naw May Pearl

2200 Fuller Court #303B
Ann Arbor, MI 48105
maypearl_2000@yahoo.com
815/751-5449

Dr. Ardeth Thawnghmung
50 Mary Theresa Terrace
Lowell, MA 01854
dehlay@yahoo.com - 978/452-6144
Hnin Thet May

2626 Holly Hall #504
Houston, TX 77054
hninthet@hotmail.com - 713/542-5346
Lwin Moe

22310 Swan St. Apt. 1113
South Lyon, MI 48178-2560
260-255-5741
Iwinmoe@gmail.com

PHIL SCHOCK CONTACTS CHRISTIAN LEADERS
AND MINISTRIES IN BURMA (MYANMAR)

In January of 2011 | had a chance to spend three weeks in Burma. | am
an American, but was born in Burma to American Baptist missionary
parents. Even though we left there long ago when | was young, | have
never forgotten the place and its people, and much of my heart remains
there still. During my time there, | visited the projects that Friends of
Burma, Inc. (FOB) :
supports, met with local
leaders and listened to
their needs and concerns.
There are many faithful
Burmese Christians there
who love the Lord and
serve Him tirelessly and
with great humility. And
there are many programs
that FOB supports there
Bible schools, libraries,
student scholarships,
hospitals and clinics, and
churches. But during my
visit | felt most touched by
the children in the Child
Care Centers who had lost .
parents and siblings t0  phil schock hugs an orphan child in Taunggyi, Shan State
storms and disease. A few

children | met had been abandoned by their parents or had been given up
due to crushing poverty.

While life for orphaned children there is difficult, their love of the Lord was
made evident to me in their beautiful faces and in their joyful singing.
Below are a few journal entries from my time there.

Friends of Burma depends upon prayer and donor support to continue
during this time of financial recovery in the U.S. The needs in Burma have
always been great and have been further deepened due to dramatic drop in
the value of the US dollar compared to the Burmese kyat. FOB in the U.S.
spends no money on staff support. Designated gifts are sent in their
entirety to the ministries in need. Tax deductible gifts should be
directed to Friends of Burma and sent to S48 Home Avenue, Fort
Wayne, Indiana 46807-1606 or emailed directly on the FOB website.




Taunggyi, Shan State, Burma: No Tears in
Heaven.

Some children made parentless by war, storms and
disease, sang for me. They sang so beautifully and
with such sweetness that it is hard to put into
words. Despite their difficult circumstances, their
faces were so radiant, their voices so ardent and
pure, that for a few brief minutes as they were
singing, any sadness | had felt was overcome by an
almost limitless joy. It is easy to see why Jesus said
that we must become like little children, innocent
and guileless.

The song they sang was in Kayah, a language from
a remote mountainous region. The moving words
are as follows:

Dear mother, dear father, | am searching for you,
Why have you gone away?

| am so sad to live my life without you.

Dear mother, dear father, | long for you,

But now by the grace of God the church

And all its people have become my family.

| sing praise to God for His love and goodness to

me.

lve orphdns at Kwe Lwe Child Care Center,

“Revelations 21: 1-4 tells us that in the new heaven and
the new earth, there will be no more death or mourning
or crying or pain...all that will have passed away. "He will
wipe every tear from their eyes." No tears in heaven -
what a wonderful promise to look forward to.” Jan 22,
2011

Pathein, Irrawaddy River Delta, Burma:
Give Thanks.

Tonight I attended a youth worship service in
Pathein, a town in the west delta region, near
the Indian Ocean. Many of the 350 Karen
children in attendance were made homeless or
orphaned in 2008 by Cyclone Nargis, a storm

that devastated this area and claimed the lives
of over 130,000 people.

An orphan boy, survivor of Cyclone Nargis,
Pwo Karen Hostel, Pathein. Children and
adults often daub on thanaka, a ground tree
bark, as a cosmetic or skin conditioner.

Toward the end of the service, all 350 child-
ren sang in English that beautiful hymn of
gratefulness:

Give thanks with a grateful heart, Give thanks
to the Holy One

Give thanks because He’s given Jesus Christ,
His Son

And now let the weak say I am strong, let the
poor say I am rich

Because of what the Lord has done, for us, give

. thanks.

These words of thankfulness were being sung
from the hearts and throats of children whom
one might think would have nothing to be
grateful for. Yet they sang this song to the
Lord as if they were the richest, most powerful
people on earth. We are told that in God’s new
kingdom, the existing world order as we have
known it will be turned upside down: “the last
will be first” (Matt. 19:30). Surely then these
children, “the least of these” as Jesus says,
will be lifted up and embraced by God, among
the very first and most honored guests at His
banquet table. As I felt the chorus and the
beautiful Karen voices wash over me, [ wanted
the song to never end. In Christ we are all
made rich and strong, and have everything to
be thankful for. January 30, 2011

I met a young boy, Saw Htoon from a small
village in the Irrawaddy River delta, who
survived the devastating winds and floods of
Cyclone Nargis in 2008. During the storm he
and his family took refuge in the local church,
but during the night the church collapsed
killing his parents and 4 siblings. He escaped



from the building and drifted alone through
the night, kept afloat by a tree branch until
the morning when the storm had passed. He
was rescued and is now at Kwe Lwe Child
Care Center, doing well in his studies. A
younger brother also survived the storm, the
only family left to him. Saw Htoon wants to
finish his education and become a leader in
the local church association.

As I held a few of the children with their
smiles and laughter, I felt saddened knowing
how many of them had similar stories and had
lost parents or families or homes. Yet I felt
gladdened that they were now being well fed
and clothed and were receiving an education.
How resilient these beautiful young children
are! Most are responding well to the love of
Child Care Center parents and church
volunteers who work with them.

Pu Mooler Child Care Center near Rangoon

After Cyclone Nargis, there was a flood of
donations, which has since dried up. The
children affected by this storm, as well as
parentless children in other areas of Burma,
still need support until they are 18 years old
and able to go out on their own. FOB supports
six Child Care Centers in Burma and they are
all full. Twenty US dollars a month or
$240/year will provide all that one of these
children need. James 1:27 reads: “Religion
that God our Father accepts as pure and
faultless is this: to look after orphans and
widows in their distress...” I saw this scripture
many times in Child Care Centers in Burma.

But children are not the only ones in need in
there. Due to the government recently issuing
building permits, many Christian groups are
now constructing new buildings due to
expanding needs. Clinics are in need of
medicines and new operating rooms, new

hostels are needed to house more children, equipment is
needed in maternity centers, and sponsorships are
ho cannot atford seminary.

Student at Karen Baptist Theological Seminary

An FOB Board member, who has a post-doctoral
position with a limited income, volunteered to buy an
$820 ECG machine for one of our clinics. The sister of a
Board member donated the entire cost of building a
youth hostel for gifted orphaned children in the Pathein
area. Our Christian brothers and sisters in Burma work
for the Lord in such difficult circumstances yet with
great joy and faithfulness. They are always so
appreciative of help from America and the kindness of
people here. If you feel led to make a difference in the
life of a child or in one of these other areas, your gift
will go a long way and bless many people. You can send
a tax-deductible contribution to Friends of Burma, 548
Home Ave, Ft. Wayne, IN. 46807. Thank you. Phil
Schock, March 23, 2011.

Nurse at the Matthew 25 Love Clinic in Patn

WE AT FRIENDS OF BURMA, INC. THANK
PHIL SCHOCK FOR THIS SUPERB REPORT ON
HIS BURMA VISIT ON OUR BEHALF.




ENGLISH-KAREN PARALLEL
NEW TESTAMENT PUBLISHED

Two months ago the New Testament
publication in English and Karen became
available. We thank board member Tansy
Kadoe and Duane Binkley who worked
with others on this project with the
Scottsdale Bible Church. Fund raising
continues so that the complete Bible—New
and Old Testament—can be printed soon.

To secure a copy go to the American
Baptist website--www.karenkonnection.org--
for $12 plus postage.

LAHU CHURCH COLLAPSES
25 KILLED FROM MARCH 23
SHAN STATE EARTHQUAKE

Missionary Scott Coats serving in Thailand
about 90 kilometers from the epicenter reports
that 25 persons may have been killed in a
Lahu church. Registering 7 on the Richter
scale, this quake is very near where the Laos,
Thailand and Burma borders converge.

Scott reports the Mekong Minority Foundation
hopes to send assistance along with the
Myanmar Baptist Convention. = Donors may
send designated gifts through FOB to the
MBC. The MBC also is sending help into
Rakhine state hit by the October cyclone—
Giri.

FRIENDS OF BURMA CONVENES
ANNUAL MEETING IN MONTE VISTA
BAPTIST CHURCH, PHOENIX ARIZONA

All board members serve at their own
expense including traveling to this annual
meeting held in a tri-lingual church with
services in English, Karen, and Spanish.
Twelve of the sixteen members attended
the 2011 Friday-Saturday, February 18-19
sessions. Minutes of the business meeting
are available on request.

.

Student at the Myanmar Institute of Theology which serves
not only all the Baptist ethnic groups but also serves other
denominations which have no graduate schools.

ORPHAN SUPPORT RAISED TO $240 PER YEAR
AMERICAN DOLLAR PURCHASES FEWER KYATS

Donors supporting children at the Child
Enrichment Centers (Orphanage is a name not
approved in Burma) until recently contributed
$15 monthly or $180 per year. The exchange
rate for the US dollar now stands at 850 kyats,
down 20 per cent from recent rates and even
dropping more from an earlier 1250 kyats per
dollar. Friends of Burma forwards contributions
in their entire amount with no deductions of
any kind. FOB assures donors unable to raise
their pledge that giving at the $180 level is still
very welcome and needed!

Each FOB board member is seeking five more
donors to meet the pressing need.

ALL BIBLE SCHOOLS, HOSPITALS, AND MINISTRIES
SUPPORTED BY FRIENDS OF BURMA NEED
INCREASED SUPPORT DUE TO DROP IN THE VALUE
OF THE AMERICAN DOLLAR COMPARED TO THE
KYAT. Phil Schock on his recent visit to Burma was
constantly approached by institutions about the
need for expanded facilities.

Donors seeking to establish a memorial can contact
FOB about donor possibilities.






